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1.
Two basic meanings of the term continuity:


—
continuity vs. discreteness (distinctness)


—
continuity through time

2.
Factors affecting language distinctness (discreteness) or unity

	Circumstances within a single language variety (e.g., Dutch or Swiss German)
	
	Relationships between the single related language variety

and a related language variety


	
	
	Values favoring judgment of language distinctness


	
	Values favoring judgment of language unity
	
	Variables

	
	
	Divergence
	
	Convergence
	
	Direction of linguistic change

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Continuity of development 
	
	Autonomy
(e.g., Dutch in relation to German)
	
	Heteronomy
(e.g., Swiss German in relation to German)
	
	Objective sociolinguistic linkage

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	sense of

Separateness
	
	sense of

Sameness
	
	Attitude of speakers

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


2.
Aspects of linguistic continuity


Continuity of development of a language variety (see chart)


—
continuity of development of a literary or standard language


—
continuity of development of the dialects


Continuity in the differences between two language varieties


Continuity of developmental tendencies: divergence vs. convergence


Continuity of sociolinguistic parameters of linguistic development


—
autonomy vs. heteronomy


—
sense of sameness vs. distinctness


…

3.
Other important distinctions


Dialect vs. standard language


Literary language vs. language of literacy or literature


